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The Merchant Fleet In War. ,

As the details of the means by

which the war wis won become
known the extremity to which the
Allies were reduced nnd the risks
they took to insure the Dow of men

from America to France are made
Apparent, nud the tremendous part
played in the winning of the war by

the British mercantile fleet Is re-

vealed. Mr. Lloyd Georoe's speech

of Saturday recalls Marshal Haio'b
message to his troops In which he
said that his armies were fighting

with their' hacks "against the wall." L

The measures taken to establish
military supremacy were heroic; the
world now learns that they not only

Interfered seriously with the food

supply for civilians In England, but
that even the British army ration
was Imperilled to take American
soldiers across the ocean.

In this work England's great mer-

chant marine, great despite the losses
Germnuy had inflicted on it, per-

formed a service of Incalculable
value. From every sea route, from

the south Atlantic, tho Pacific, the

Indian trade, vessels were withdrawn
to meet the emergency. Every pas-aeng-

ship was taken from the
South African routes; the fast steam-

ships plying between. Great Britain
and Australia and ImWa were requi-

sitioned; every available bottom was
summoned. .The Government counte-

nanced "very dungerous sacrifices of
meat supplies, endangering oven those
of the British army"; the shir were
transformed into troopers whenever
toe work could bo done; and the
American hosts began to move 3.000
miles to the battle front in numbers
that Insured victory.

Xever before ha the usefulness
of a mighty fleet of cargo carriers
and passenger steamships been more
clearly and convincingly demon
strated. Without the mwns to traiw
port them tho men In the armies of
toe United States would have been
helpless In the struggle. No matter
how good our will, no matter how
nnxlous we had been to strike the
Grnians, without tb'.a fleet gathered
from every quarter of tho globe we
fbonld not have been able to play

the splendid part w--e did.
The lesson la one that every Ameri-

can can understand. A merchant tleet
not only serves In pence but Is a
mighty weapon In war, nnd no nation
badly off for ships can call Itself
well equipped for

The End or German Power In
Ukraine.

What the despatches indicate as
tho most severe engagement since the
signing of the German armistice Is
reported from Kiev, the capital of the
new Ukrainian State. In this en-

gagement the combination of Nation-
alists of Kiev and the peasant land
holders recovered their capital from
the forces which had been organized
by the Germans nt the time of their
occupation of the country.

Kiev hod been held securely for
several months try the Government
which Berlin had formed and placed
under the direction of a Ukrainian
He t man. General Skoropadski. He
was strongly supported by German
troops and had exercised a severely
dictatorial power over the city and
as much of the neighboring country
aa ho could control by the military
force at his commnnd. The with-

drawal of the German army of occu-

pation as n result of the armistice
left him dependent upon Ukrainians
who had previously proved susceptible
to German Influence.

The peasnnts were especially re-

sentful of this German occupation
because It hud been ehlefly employed
to extort from them tho grain supply
which It hail been stipulated by tho
IJrest-Lltovs- k treaty should be tnrned
over to Germany nnd Austria, There
had been a number of small engage-

ments between the pennants nnd the
German troops; but they hnU gen
erally resulted In (he success of tlie
soldiers owing to the luck of

by the peasants. That
this iioasnnt force had been finally
welded Into a formidable body is evi-

dently large' y duo to tho efforts of
General Dknikini:, who nppenred
with a body of Cossacks at Kiev n
few weeks ago. Diimkisk was un-
able to c pruro Kiev with Ii!s Cos--m:k- s,

but vita un army Increased
by tho Ulauiulnu Nationalists lie was

able to defeat Skobopadski'o soldiers,
Inflicting considerable losses on them,
and to occupy tho city. The Hotman
himself as well as most of his officers
were killed.

With Skobofadski's death nnd the
capture of the capital tho downfall
of German power In Ukraine, Is ac-

complished. The Ukrainians are thus
at last In actual control of their coun-

try and hnvo now an opportunity to
work out tholr own schemo for the
building up of a Ukrainian State.

The Vetoed Curfew Ordinance.
Tho curfew ordinance adopted by

tho Board of Aldermen and vetoed
by the Mayor Is one of a class of
enactments that iirou.e tho enthusi-
astic support of u few devoted re-

former of municipal and domestic
conditions, tho opposition of n smaller
number of cltlrens ttnrious about
their personal liberty, nnd leave the
great majority of persons absolutely
unmoved. The public at large listens
U tho promises of benefits to result
from such legislation, admits cor-

dially that they arc desirable, shrugs
Its shoulders nt the warnings of
"paternalism" and "invasion of the
rights of privacy," nnd by silence-give- s

consent to the experiment, ear-

nestly hoping that great nnd lasting
good may come of It.

Thus neither the passage of the
ordinance nor the Mayor's exercise
of the veto power aroused strong
feeling except among a few. The
parents of most children "were will-

ing to see the ordinance go Into ef-

fect, and nre not sorry It Is not
going Into effect. They were neutral
In thought ami deed throughout tlie
whole controversy, nnd It Is doubt-

ful whether the enforcement of tho
ordinance would have been a matter
of great concern to many of them.
The fact probably is 'that in a vaBt
majority of families the parents nre
quietly confident of their ability to
regulate the conduct of their chil-

dren, and consequently feel that laws
on the subject are not seriously in
tended for them. .

To meet the need of the cases that
actually require the Intervention of
the authorities there ought already to
be law enough in the State statutes
and the city ordinances. If there Is

not onr legislators have been singu
larly blind for a century and more.

The Ago Hazard In Influenza.
Although no conclusive analysis has

yet been made of the statistics gath-

ered In this country during the
epidemic of Influcnzn, the opinion Is
general among medical men that the
dtrcasc has been tteculiarly fatal
among persons In early maturity.
This impression Is supported by the
observation of Dr. Clkmekr vos
Piaqutrr df Vienna, who reports that
the epidemic In that dty "has carried
off young persons between 20 and 30
years of age, especially young women
nbout to become mothers or those
with small children."

This coincidence is particularly In-

teresting because the conditions of

the population of Austria and of the
United 8tates with regard to nutri
tion are unquestionably widely dis-

similar. There 1b no doubt that the
Americans have been better fed than
the Austrlans; whatever changes In

diet the war has forced here there
has been no undernourishment. Dr.
Pibquet declares that the Viennese
have been greatly reduced in strength
and in the power of resistance to

disease by tho character of the food
they have been compelled to rely
upon. Thus the tendency of the dis
ease to assume especial severity in
persons of certain uges without re-

gard to the physical condition of pa

tients seems to bo established.
So far the medical profession here

nnd abroad appears to have been un

able to obtain much Information of
value with regard to the epidemic.

It may be thnt younger men nre less
responsive to discipline and In the
period of apparent recovery following

the first acute attacks refuse to take
the precautions that older persons
willingly adopt and boys may be
obliged to follow. The susceptibility
of young mothers Is not difficult to

understand. It Is obvious that there
Is a wide field for scientific inquiry
hero and that the public welfare
requires it should not be neglected
merely because of the present marked
reduction in tho number of cases.

The Search for literary Color.

It Is probable that few even among

those of the ultra radical school of
literary realists will approve the act
of a young woman writer who, seek-

ing color wherewith to make her
stories more attractive, turned shop-

lifter. That she had respectable
precedent for so strarigo n proceed-

ing, even for adopting more desperate
mensures that her literary product
might not lack truth gleanod from
life's seamy side. Is not disputed.

Dr. William Dean IIowells on
one of his early visits to this city,
profoundly determined that the novel
on which he was then at work should
lack nothing. In color from azure to
scarlet, took a walk on Sixth nvenue.
It must be remembered, giving full
credit for the Indomitable spirit dis-

played by the earnest Doctor, that
that thoroughfare a quarter of a cen-

tury ago was Aflutter with more
tempestuous features than now In Its

'dny of calm commerce. Dr. IIowells
saw, and related the Incident In the
tub) ho wrote, n haggard wretch hun
grily pounce upon a crust of bread
which chanced to He on tho sidewalk
within the pitying novelist's sight.
He learned afterward nnd made ac-

knowledgment that the police had the
haggard wretch card Indexed us one
of a class of professional beggars
then known as "crust chuckerw."

It would be possible to relate many
deeds of during performed by un-

daunted literary gentlemen equally
fearless .and Ingenious in search, of

V

cifor. Wo reciill the affair of a Justly
liopular writer whoso critics chlded
him for having ovcrmany silver forks
In hte literary wares. With Win to
think, of doughty deeds, was to do.
One day he entered his club laboring
uitdnr unusual excitement nnd told
his startled and distressed hearers
Mint i longer could ho be fairly
charged with lack of knowledge of
every phase of life, Its most pitiful,
Inmentalile, tratflcnl. "For," he ex-

claimed In trlujrjph, "I Just rode nil
tho way from (5entrnl Park to the
Battery in a strcfet carl"

We withhold out .sanction from thesw
hazardous lncursus Into unknown
worlds for the p'lrposc here consid-
ered, nnd have oilier reason for our
disparagement thiln our deep concern
for the personal safety of our writing
friends. It will bo found, we be-

lieve, that stepping aside from one's
accustomed path In llfo seeking lit-
erary color Is tt bad practice bor-
rowed from Germany. Goethe tells
somewhere tlint preparing material
and gathering (blor for his lyrics he
ycnfc among his neighbors to endless
teas tho Intrepid young maul to
counties garde a parties, and made
love to tliclr yttnng women thnt he
might "see their hearts throb."

Not that our authors would In such
naughty fashion copy Goctuk; not
oven Long Island' most pnssionntc
literary miniaturists; but we have
pointed out the source of the cuAtom;
let It be here Abandoned I

The Busnppolnted.
TUerc are a million nud :i half

nieu, more or let. In the United States
who were ready to go to the front
and could not. Hundreds of thou- -

nds of them endured the restraints
of military life cheerfully, their
spirits upheld fry tho thought that'
eventually they would enter the
trenches. They underwent rigorous
drills, prepared themselves for tho
final test ani tien were unable to
fulfil their ambitions because the war
had ended.

In Great Britain and in Frnnce there
are other tuormnnds of Americans
who have not reached tho fighting
line. Many of Uheni will be returned
to this country without having been
outside their training areas except
on lea've. The prize of personal par
ticipation in the struggle with the
Germans was denied to somo of them
only by days.

Here and abrond thousands of en
listed men nnd officers who since the
beginning of the war have served at
posts which deprlwd them of any
Immcdtuue chance of fighting have
kept up- - their hope for uctlve service.
They fcirve believed thnt somehow and
somewhere they would be able to get
to the ffcld and on It give proof of
their falUi and valor.

All of these men are bitterly dis-
appointed. They nre not sorry that
an armistice has been signed, that
peace is to bo made, but they deeply
regret that their own contribution to
victory was made in a manner that
did not meet their highest aspira-
tions. They wanted to have a band
in smashing the Germans in the way
the veterans of General PrawuNo's
combat troops did, and all their lives
they will mourn the fact that oppor-
tunity was not given to them.

What these men did waj essential.
The fight could not hnvo been won
without them. Their labors, their
readiness, inatio victory possible, and
he Is a narrow vlsloned American
who does not recognize the debt the
nation owes to them.

Wllhelm's Voyage to Norway.
The reason or the former Emperor

Wiliielm'b cruise in the Norwegian
waters in the middle of July, 1014,
when the European situation was at
its most critical phase following the
assassination of Archduke Fbaxcis
KKnDiXAjrn at Snrajevo, has been a
matter of speculation. Tho cruise
has been cited as evidence of absence
of German purpose to make war.

It is offered now by the former
Emperor as proof of Mis Ignorance
of the approaching conflict. In an
Interview In the Cologne Gazette, In
which he endeavors to escape re-

sponsibility, he says, "Agahist my
wish they sent me to Norway." "They"
In this case are Ketiimann-Hollwe-

then Imperial Chancellor, nnd Von
Jaoow, then Minister of Foreign
Affairs. Tho Chancellor packed Wil-
helm out of Berlin, telling blm that
if he remained "the workl will lay
to your chargo the responsibility for
this war." During all the time that
he was away, Wiliieui declares, he
received no reports from the German
Government of current events.

Wilhelm started ou his cruise on
July 15. Dr. Muhlon saj- - that on
that day the tlovernment at Vienna
already had the Kaiser's unconditional
Indorsement of whatever might be
contained In the Austrian note to
Serbia. He was Informed by an offi
cial of the German Foreign Office that
"they had thought about taking n
hand In the composition of the notis,
but that the Kaiser's assent had boon
so abrupt nnd so unqualified that
thereafter, on the German side, n
check or limitation could not well be
considered." Prince Liciikdwsky In

his disclosures says:
"At the decisive conversation at Pots-

dam on July S this inquiry addressed
to ux by Vienna found absolute aasent
among all personages In authority ; In-

deed, they added that there would be
no harm If war with Russia, were to
result 8o at any rate It Is stated
In the Austrlw protocol which Count
Manrdorf, Austrian. Ambassador, re-

ceived In London."

The facts emlmdled In both of these
statements, which have not been suc-
cessfully refuted In German official
circles, havo received further con-

firmation from tho archives of the
Bavarian Ktato Department.

In fact the utlno had been laid' by
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Wilhfxm before he went on hlH Nor-
wegian cruise. The crulso ltsetf was,
ns the French said, for the purpose
of throwing dust In tho Entente eyes.
Wilhelm returned to Berlin on July
20. Austria-Hungar- y mobilized her
forces on the next day, and on July 28
war was declared agnlnsj, Serbia.

In citing his sojourn In Norwilan
wnters ns an evidence of Ills Inno-

cence Wilhelm blunders. Tho world
y knows too much of tho events

preceding It. His own people, have
proved Ids statements false.

Thcro Is something In human na-

ture which reacts with delight to mem
bigness, an of waterfalls, mountains,
the sun. New York policemen and
other wurldwldcly famed phenomenn.
of size. It may be that which ns

the prxji not alto&itltcr of hor-
ror somo srave upon reading thnt Se-retar- y

of War Baker retired from tho
hearliiK boforn the Houao Committer,
on Appropriations to correct an error
In cash accounts of 7,000)00,000.

The statement is creaitirM to Ste-pjia-

LAfZANNK. editor of tho Matin.
that President Wilson's oalt ujpon tho
hoods of Kuiopcnn states win be re-
paid In kind. It would be n. dellchl
to welcome any number of liM;sldpntH
and Kings. Let PrtixcARfi bring Focii
and Clkmkn'ltal. GrxmdB brim?
Ham and Uhatty. lA--t Victom'Emman-us- l

bring Diaz. lot Albert trlng Car-
dinal McnciEit. Hut not nil at once,
pleaea! Even Fifth avntin ha Its
limitations.

Mayor IItlan yesterday stfrnrd the or-

dinance adopted liy tho IJrtvrd of Alder-
men prohibiting the display of the red
flag or any other emblem In tpposltlon to
organised government. The penalty for a.
violation Is a nne of not more than 100,
or linprlsonmont trot exceeding ten days,
or both. The neic of yrtfrnlrq.

It Is to be hoped that no patriotic
auctioneer will find himself in Umbo
for displaying tho time honored banner
of his trade.

An American spreader of German
literary poison was a good deal worse- -

than tho German propAgandlst te- -
causo, It appears, in almost oven' case
tho American was In It strictly for the
money.

It may bo that New Year's week'
was selected for the Initial meeting of
the peace conference becauao It is
propitious to good resolutions.

What do indemnities nmount to.1

even though they run into the billions
when they are rlaced beside the casu-
alty totals?

WINTER THE INEVITABLE.

Ho Approaches, Housing the Blood,
the Poets and the Janitors.

To thk Editor or Tub Bun Sir: This
year December and Advent announce
the popular and beginning of
winter. December 2 and the fourth
Sunday In Advent proclaim the astro- - i
nomlcal and real beginning of winter.
The last leaf will soon havo fallen, the
first enow has already fallen. Presently
our sun will have reached its lowest
southern point nnd will recommence Us
northward ascent. Occasionally a warm
midday will causa the furnace fire to
seem uncomfortable, but. Indeed, only
for a short time. Our overcoats ore
once more a necessity, and colds, and
worse distempers, may afflict those of
ub Imprudent enough to leave them off
during some mild, unseasonable ppoU
of weather. '

December Is particularly a month tx

attract tho attention of poets, although
Juno and November aro even more at-

tractive poetically, and It Is a month
when, as Philip Frenoau wrote.
The cottage warm and cheerful heart

Win cheat tho atormy winter nlihl,
WIU bid the of care depart

And to December give delist.
Or, as Dr. Samuel Johnson wrote.

In nature'! aid let art eupp'.y
Wlth Hint and heat my little ephere;

Rouse, rouae the fire, and pile It hlsh.
Light up a conitellatlon here.
Certainly upon somo cold night tn

December It Is more than pleasant to
sit and dream before a heart where
a blaring Mro roars and crackles. No
matter how gloomy It may be out of
doors, our indoor world Is delightful,
especially Just after an excellent dinner,
when we are eeated before such a blaz-
ing tire. Many bleak and !r1sd day?
and nights are ahead of uf ; many beau-
tiful and mild days and nights are be-

hind us. We know not how cold, how
revere the coming wlntor may be. But
dreaming by our hearthstone flte, we do
not, at the time, worry about the fu
ture or regret the past season. Outside
all is dark and stormy, tho chiaing gale
frequently rattles the wlndowo, now and
then some sleet or rain patters against
tho panes outsldo all is Indeed deso-
late. Yet Inside all Is contentment the
month ot tho year Is forgotten and,
basking In the firelight, wo may exclaim
with Sir Walter Scott:
Heap on more wood the wind It chill;
Out let It whlitle as It will.

ClIARLZH NZVXRS H.OLMKS.

KawTOK, Mass., December 7.

HEROES LEFT NAMELESS.

An Omission In the Story of a Gallant
Regular Army Feat.

To Tim Editor of The Sc.-- j Sir; In
General Pershing's condensed report 1

notice he gives credit, and Justly so, to
the Third Division, Regular Army, for
ptoDDlmr the Germans at Chateau
Thierry. He also mentions that ono
regiment of that division did conspicu
ous work at that time, lie says

A single regiment of the Third wrote
one of the mon brilliant mt in our
military annals on this occasion. It pre

tla front while, on either Hank, the Oer
mini, who had sained a footing. prod
forward. Our men, firing In three direc-

tions, met the German attacks with coun-

ter attacks at points and aucetieded
in throning tno Herman divisions Into
complete contusion, capturing COO prisoners.

In all falmcM to the Regular Army
and to tho people of the UnlWid States
I think the designation of this regiment,
together with Its commanding officers,
should be conspicuously and
I trust you will arrange to do bo.

Tho Regular Army the nucleus
about which all our armies were formed,
and but for It the American arailcs in
Prance would have been unable 'to do
the splendid work they did.

As the regiments of tho Regular Army
belong to no special locality little at-

tention la paid to them and little credit
to them, but wo owe our suc-

cess to the Regulars. Justice.
New York, Decombcr 7.

Anent lcsire.
Kr." --Tire are farthe.uii!:?j reported

In South America, f
Docker The Monroe Doctrine turning

wrec

DECEMBER 9, 1918.

THE SOLDIER IMPATIENT.
i

WIUi Nothing to Do In Camp He
Wants to Get Back to Work.

To THE tJDtTOR OP TlIB 8tTN Sir: As
spokesman for many of the officers nnd
enlisted men stationed at Camp drcen-lea- f,

Chlckamauga Park, Oa., I wish
to con-c- to The Sun congratulations
for the stand taken In Its editorial col-

umns relative to' wnsto on
war contracts and the need for the
early discharge of soldiers nnd sailors.
In tho iBsue of The 8uk of November
2 there appeared an Interesting con-

tribution on this tlmly subject by 3.
Henry Cook, "Btop, the Waste." In
this contribution Mr. Cook correctly
points to the fact thnt with the world
war over Industrial plants nnd commer-
cial houses hae more need for tho tliou-san-

of men now stationed at army
cantonments nnd naval stations than
hR8 Uncle Sam.

1 am one of about 1S.000 men who
since the signing of the armistice have
been wasting valuable time, just dream-
ing, while following President Wilson's
pre-w- a- policy of "watchful waiting,"
of what I mlxht bo doing were 1 home.
I say wasting valuable time and dream
ing, because a month has elapsed since
tho war cmded, and during that time tho
men at this camp, ur.U I havu no
tho same situation holds good at other
camps, have don less work than ordi-

narily Is the task of tho common
laborer during an eight hour working
day.

We BOldto.-- and officers alike, those
ho unfortunately wcro not permitted

to participate in the great struggle
abroad, are finding the life we now are
lending very similar to thnt which the
llfo prisoner has to undergo who la

sentenced to uolltary confinement. Our
dally routine since tho armistice wns
signed conslftH of setting up exercises
and following, that an Itour and a half
of drill, after which the rest of the day
is spent In absolute Idleness. Only a
boldlcr confined within the limits ot his
organisation's streets day after day
can appreciate what thebe long periods
of enforced Idleness due to army red
tape mean.

Glv a man work to keep hl mind
from wandering to the folks at home,
tho replenishment ot his fortune, no
matter how meagre that fortune might
have been prior to the soldier's entry
Into the service, and a high morale nnd
srtlendld discipline Is tho lesult. Take
tlwit work way from him and the
morale Is shot to pieces and discipline
is out of the questton. Such in the
GA8o at army cantonments at present.

The men, finding the Government no
hinirer needs their services, finding the
camp commandant has no work for
them, realizing that a sacrificing father
and mother, and In many Instances a
loving wife eagerly aro waltlns for
their return home, are becoming ex-

ceedingly ImpatienL Their one thought.
ioponly expressed several hundred times
a day even in the presence of officers.
Is "When Is the Government going to
send us homo? If we only were needed
here we wouldn't give a d n. I
can get my Job back right now If I
can obtain my discharge."

Tlicsa and other expressions alor.g
this line aro heard dally. That Is one
of tho ways In which the boys puss their
time away I should say the Govern-
ment's time, for Uncle Sam is wasting
millions of dollars by holding us in
camp doing nothing, yet paying the en-

listed men from $30 a month to 9t
a. month.

Thxo are many of uc In camps
throughout the country who havo made
Kreat sacrlrtces to help prosecute the
war. as Mr. Cook points out, and It is
a gross Injustice to permit tivse men
to waste their time In absolulu Idlcnexs
while Industrial plants and commer-
cial houses nre crying for the right
kind of help. Since Uncle Ham dotsn't
need our services, and labor conditions
can grently benefit by tho rotum of the
unoccupied soldier and sailor to civilian
life, by all means let the people at
home raise a cry for the immediate
discharge of such men.

Such action will jene several pur-
poses. It w 111 prevent these Idle ser-
vice men from falling Into a rut from
which It may take several years to
get out ; It will enable them to re-

turn to the support of the wife, mother
or father who bravely havo stood the
sacrifice during the trying time of war;
It will enable the industries of our na-
tion to turn out properly the products
for which we will And a world market ;

It will save Uncle Sam millions of dol-
lars that now are being wasted, and It
will remoe a large portion of the taxa-
tion which the people of our nation arc
being burdened with. A Soldur.

Camp Greckleaf, Ga.. December 0.

CURB THE BILL POSTER.

Patriotism Can No Longer lie In- -

voked In Ills llehalr.
To the Editor of The Sun Sir; Now

that the period of reconstruction has
arrived, will The Sun pleaa shed some
light on and use Its power to abolish
the abuses committed by the Itinerant
bill poster or "sniper"?

For patriotic reasons propetty owners
have winked at the use of and damage
to their property, and paid time and
again to havo posters washed off walls,
fences and windows.

No place large enough to hold a pos-

ter has been spared. Liberty lxan and
various war work and charity cam-

paigns have enabled the "sniper" to get
away with the Initial posting, and then
follow It up with election and theatri-
cal bills.

It Is hic;h time for the greatost city
In the world to take measures to cor-

rect this evil and afford some protec-
tion to Its taxpayers. Other cities pass
and enforce laws which prohibit bill post-

ing except on billboards built and main-
tained in accordance with tho building
laws, and for those who want that clam

of such structure In our city
Should our Government float another

loan I have no doubt that oil property
owners will gladly cooiwcate with the
Government ns heretofore and donate
the ubo of their property for this work,
but abuses by Individual for private
enterprise arc an evil that should be cor-

rected, and now Is the time for the press
to put this matter up to the authorities
and Btop this infringement of public and
prlvato rights. Taxpayer.

New York, December 7.

To Ilodnce the Temperature o( Dry
Tanks.

To tub Boitor or The Sun Mr; One
of our best known brcwerfes Is to make
Ice Instead of beer, a financial noto In
The Sun relates. Er yes but would
you think Its stock a good buy? if
there Is to be no more beer to cool, no
more white wine to chill, champagne to
make frappe, highballs to float cubes
of Ice, cocktails to be frosted, rlekeys.
flzzej, puncher. Juleps to bo frozen, what
will be the demand for Ico? Asxtoua.

Ksw Yons, December .

vented the crossing at certain points enjof advertising thero are surely plenty

critical

published,

was

given

Government

doubt

WRITING THE PEACE.

An Zndnrlng Ink Shoald Be Used at
Versailles.

To tiis Editor of The Sun Sir: Vets
than one hundred and fifty years have
elapsed since our forefathers penned the
Declaration of Independence, Tet, al-

though so recently written, tho charac-
ters on this magnificent document am
disappearing with such rapidity that for
tho sake of preserving It a few years
longer It Is now kept In darknere, not
being displayed even on State occasions.

Because this document was written
with a volatile Ink we and millions of
people yet unborn aro deprlvod the In-

spiring view of this wonderful Instru-
ment, around which cltintcr the sacred
memories of the unparalleled sacrifices
and the unselfish ambitions of the
founders of this nation.

There nre numerous Instances of laxity
of forethought in recording and In lwu.
Ing documents of great Import to the
public. Leading educational Institutions
In New York city nnd elsewhere annually
grant sheepskin diplomas, seemingly un-

conscious of the fact that signatures
'upon them fade In ten years to the ex-

tent that they mo almost obliterated,
and In another ten years may be In
many cases entirely Invisible, due to the
erroneous assumption that all Inks are
alike an to their durability.

These Illustrations of the fugitive
character of certain Inks bring us face
to face with tho great problem of record-
ing the greatest of nil historical docu-

ments about to be produced nt tho con-

ference of nations, relating to the league
of nations, at Versailles.

Tho vital Importance of this docu-

mentary record demands that wc exhaust
human ingenuity In securing aultablo
material upon which the record shall be
inscribed, as well as In securing a proper
Ink for use In Inscribing the signatures
thereon.

All writing on this peace declaration
should be made with rii Ink as Imperish-

able as that found on the papyrus rolls
made by the ancient Egyptians more
than four thousand years ago, which to

this day remains bold and distinct.
This epoch making document, indi-

cating the dawn of the "Peace on Earth"
period, will grow in Importance and in
human interest with the lapse of time
It therefore behooves us to see that the
Ink shall not fade or become Illegible
through our indifference or neglect.

This document Is the property of
and should be written so as to

guarantee Its preservation against the
ravages of time, that It may be handed
down through countless ages, from
generation to generation, remaining
legible for thousands of years as on
emblem of the permanency of the
democracy it proclaims.

J. V. Harin-q-.

New York, December T.

THE BASEBALL SLACKER.

No Place for Him In the Field xt
vTear. s

To tub Editor or The Sun Sir: The
announcement by President Johnson of
the American Leaguo that professional
baseball would be resumed in the major
leagues next eeason with Government
sanction is welcome news to devotees of
the national game. The ending of hos-
tilities has enabled baseball followers
again to turn their attention to the game,
nnd they have been awaiting some word
from offlciaj eources as to the fate of
the game in 1919. Tno situation wa.
shrouded In darkness until Johnson made
hie r.nnounoement. From the latter It
may be assumed that unless some un-
foreseen Incident occurs tho great game
will come back next season.

Tho Government's attitude on pro-

fessional baseball as defined In the letter
sent to Johnson by General March, Chief
of Staff of the Army, should go r long
way In helping to reinstate the game.
T3aseha.ll has been under a cloud because
of the reprehenslblo action of some of
the players. There have been caso of
well known players shirking their mili-
tary' duties to enter shipyards and muni,
tlon plants presumably to engage In
essential work, but actually to play ball
on the ynrds and plants teams. World
democracy meant nothing to them.

If Johnson can prevent It, and tt Is
presumed that tho National League is
Just as anxious to cater to the taete of
the public as Is the younger organisa-
tion, these "slackers" will not be per-

mitted to reenter the major league ranks.
Baseball authorities are wise enough to
renllre that devotees of the gdme have
no sympathy for these men, and their
presence on the ball field would be offen-

sive. In fact. If even one of the
shirkers was reengaged such action
would result In keeping many persons
away from the ball parks during the
coming season. Obviously the big
eaguo careers of the "slackers" are

closed. The punishment nts the crime.
New York, December 7. . Fan.

An Appeal for thc Children of Men
In Prison.

To THE KhITOR OF The Sux Sir; For
jears your readers hae shown me a
very kindly and generous Interest In the
little children of my boys tn prison, nnd
I want this year especially to appeal
to their sympathy, for the need is as
great ns ever. The prison phndoncd
homes are very sad places at what
should be the children's happiest sea-

son. From his prison cell tho father Is
powerless to help them. Tho mother has
all she can do to buy food and pay rent.
Often the little oneB go poorly clothed,
and the toys and Joys that childhood
covets' are denied them. Every Christ-
mas I have tried to play Santa Claus'n
partner In these homes, and In this way
we have been ablo to lift tho burden
from tho mothers' shoulders, and to
bring real Christmas gladness to hun-

dreds of little ones.
May I ask your readers to rerr.ember

thla work nnd to send their gifts of
money, clothing or toys addressed to
Mr. Raltlngton 'Mooth. Volunteers of
America, 3t West Twenty-eight- h street.

Maud H. Doom.

Wearing; One of Each Wnnld Lend a
Nautical Appearance.

To Tin: Eorrou or The Suk Sir: My
sweetheart's birthday Is tho 8th, so I
went Into a Jeweller's to-d- to get
her a trinket. Tho Jeweller showed me

a brooch with n beautiful ted stone In
II, and said it was n "Wilson red" stone.
No red for me, suld 1. I don't want
to get Into trouble when I go out with
her. I believe In safety first. Ulvo me

a "Hylan green" etone. Wasn't I right?
Red may be all right in Washington, but
"Hylan green" for mo when In New
York. S. M.

New York, December 7.

An Industrious Model,
Tjfcc not!" of M) b'isy be.

A 1 argument ne uhlrkf.
Ills peace has but a single point,

But buviDii how it workit

PORT COMMISSION

MAKIN6PR0GRESS

Four Major find Twenty Minor
Investigations Un-

der Way.

SCOPE IS EXTENSIVE

Work Covers Conditions for
New York and in (juarrui

'

The commission entrusted by New

Torli and New Jersey with tho prob

lem of working out a scheme of port
development nnd a permanent port
policy haa been at work a year, al

though It has been only since July
that sufficient money was available for
Its purposes.

Inquiries mado yesterday by the
Bus produced a general aurvcy of
what tho commission has accom-
plished, is at work upon now and hopes
to accomplish within a reasonable
period. Forty men are In the field
collecting data on harbor problems
and port neeis. and twenty persona
are at work In the commission's en
gineering office at H John street.

The commission Is well started In
the flm pilaus of Its investigation.
Before far reaching changes can be
recommended (he commission must
know everything that is thought to
have bearing on the situation. The
problem Involves bringing and dis-

tributing ifood nnd other necessities to
8,000,000 people in tho metropolitan
district and disposing ot the products
of more manufacturing Industries
than exist In Chicago, Philadelphia,
St. Louis and Cleveland combined.

The commission divides this analysis
of existing conditions into four major
Investigations and about twenty In-

cidental studies. The four major
ore based on tho four

basic methods of freight transporta-
tion in the district railroads, steam-
ships, lighterage nnd trucking.

II! Hour Traffic Counts,
For the railroad investigation the

main field forco of twenty-fiv- e men Is
making twenty-fou- r hour traffic counts
at every railroad yard and pier station
in tho terminal district, the number,
origin and destination of car floats,
lighters and barges coming to the rail-
road piers, the time consumed In load-
ing and unlo'idlng and the operation
of trucks at the piers.

Meanwhile the statistical force Is
going into the books of the railroads,
picking out he costs of these same
operations, and so deriving the cost
ptr ton for each phase of the terminal
operations of cich railroad.

Starting these traffic counts July 23

the field squads havo covered all of
the eleven trunk lines entering the
port except the New York Central and
Long Island, and the statisticians
have determined the unit costs for the
Krie and the Lakawonna.

Specialists employed for the Inci-
dental Investigations have made ex-
tended studies and reports on th pub-
lic markets of New York, Newark,
Jersey City and other cities. In the dis-
trict, the character of their buslnesj-- ,
their method of operation and the gen-
eral methods of food distribution; on
the number, locations, capacities and
other characteristics of the district's
warehouses; on stevedoring as con-ouct-

at the port; on the Barge canal
terminals authorized for the district
and on several other subjects.

Hope to Brolve) Plan.
The commission expects to evolve

from this Investigation a rational plan
and policy for the coordinated develop
mcnt of the entire port for tho next
fifty years, and a programme of con-
struction that will meet the port's needs
tn order of urgency. It alms to de-
termine the exact bearing of every' ele-
ment in the operation of the port, to
avoid Incorporating In the ultimate
plan changes that will be destructive
to any important interest. Ah three of
the commission's members arc from
New York and three from New Jersey
the commission is not hampered by
the State line down the middle of the
Hudson River, but is considering the
port as a whole, believing that every
part of the district needs and will de-
rive the most benefit from a plan that
will best protect New York's suprem-
acy as a port and commercial and in-

dustrial centre.
William U. Wlllcox is chairman of

the New York, New Jersey Port nnd
Harbor Development Commission. J.
Spencer Smith, president of the New
Jersey State Hoard of Commerce and
Navigation, Is n. The
four other memliers aro Cugene H.
Outerbridge, Do' Witt Van Htisklrk,
Arthur Curtiss James and Frank R.
Ford.

Major-Ge- Oeorgo W. Goethais is
chief consulting engineer to the com-
mission, 13. F. C'resson, Jr., as consult-
ing engineer, being In active charge of
the engineering woik.

Commercial Frlghtfnlne, Sow!
To the KntTor. or The avaStr: It

seems that great quantities of Amnrlcan
dry gvod8 sent to Argentina nnd Iiraxll
aro being held, those to whom they have
been consigned refusing to tako them
because German agents have offered the
same articles at much lower prices. Are
we already threatened with commercial
frlghtfutness? an Onlooker.

Net,-- York, December ',.

TRADE BRIEFS.
The leadlni Portuguese merchants of

lUhal completed the ormnljatlon of tho
1'ortUEueee Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry. The object of the Is to
piomote and develop commerce and In-
dustry and to ctab!l;i better relations
between Drail! and Portugal,

ruou prouue-.- s and chemical products
Mro mu nciui or a nun In lYnnce.

In the Province of TJencal. India. ;i 4RS
animals died of contagious dur-l- n

tho ye.ir IK17-I- as aK!nt s.lio
the prevloun year.

Cotton and woollen cloths .ire the needs
of a man In France.

A whole.alo merchant In Hwltserland I.
In the market for cotton and cotton goods,
textiles and miscellaneous goodi. These
(oods are desired for tho hole.-.l- a trade
for tho Island of Cypru.i and coeds aro to
be shipped direct.

Spark pluis and motor par's of different
kinds are dislrcd by a m.iu in Arabia.

As the demani iu- - kll.un n
Sou-- ' M a '

, .

Tninsi ! he. '" i ; .( . n.i
with Iti c.iara... rlstks uuj aj
a cattle tedder.

WHITNEY EXPLAINS

,
SUBWAY DELAYS

Commissioner Answers Conih.

trollcr's ' Chui'frcs Tlml

, Hoard Is (o IHimie.

GIVES ELABOKATK TARLKN

Adjacent Estimate
tweon Official.

Figures Arc Sent to J'.oanl tif

In answer to the criticism of r

Charles L. Craig, who
charged that if the Public Strv'o
Commission had proceeded prompt!"
with subway piano nnd contracts t'vi
dual syitem might have been com-
pleted hy January, 1917, (Commi-
ssioner Travis 11. Whitney Issued a
of tables and figures yesterday flu.7.
Ing what work had already been a,--.

conipllshcd and going to prove ;

the w.if nnd not the W..-,r-,;

responsible for uncompleted wo--k.

Mr. Whitney reviews the who'e
matter of subway and elevated

work sinre 1913 and make e

contention that despite the difficult.
which have embarrassed it the aniouii
of work done has amounted t.. m.v
than tro-third- s of the eptfr' c

system. In connection with the fi-
gures and tables Mr. Whllnev aiu:

"Tho effect of the war upoi t

letting of contracts and r' .;.ir
is very marked. Ilecnusi of the pr-- j

difficulty In obtaining matert.il.
high prices mid Fcier !

necessities contracts wore made n!v
for very necessary matter, iv.r m
amplet In 1910 $33,000,0 (! 's

Tfete let; in 1917 the am !'
dropped to SO. 300. 000, and 'n "j';
It dropped to J2.600.00ft. Wi;h t
spect to work done during thes'
In lOlfl there way nearly
of work done; in 191 7, with ovrr 'r
000,000 of work yet to be dor... :

?2". 000,000 of work was don,
and In 1918. with 700.000 of w.c.
to do, wily i 1 1.000,000 of vorl. e.

120,000,O(IO Vet tn lie III pciilii.
"At the present time, h ! a. air. v

been pointed out 10 the Hoard u'' In-

timate, there am outftai lnu
of construction i,

which there remains about il'K'xC1.-00- 0
of work to d it.e. 1' - t'A

work that is giving oiiMdcr.-.i.'- e con-

cern at the present tinio, Ixc-ius- n

the financial looses that contralto:
have been undergoing during te
period.

"And yet now tho t.mo is readied
when this work should be pushed wirh
tho utmost speed, so that the Mr."
embraced in these run tracts miy r
placed In operation. Among them ar.'
tho most important in the eliy u''
as tho Clark street tunnel, the

street tunnel, I'lntbu.-d- ) .ivenuf
Eastern Parkway, Seventh 'ivenue an'l
Fifty-nint- h street nnd Sixtieth mic.
tunnel, as well aa Westchester uvenu
elevated and the entire rourten".
street-Kastc- Dlstriet line

"The dual system called r ahou
330 track miles to b. ad.ied t .

rnpi.l tiar.slt sy.-to- ni of :f r,.y 0'
this mtlcagu th commission ' h
able si far to put nb-n-- - : " mi
operation, which I.-- a littV ! : - 'u.
two-thir- d of the entire sv,. n,,

Flmirt-- n trr Ilnnnl of INllmnte.
"With relation to the o"

construction work, on" nf t,i. tiMf
sent to the ltnnrd of lls-i:n- tt (

that ut the cIobp of 191." lon're- - !c

the amount of JIIii.ouihih'i 'a., 'fii
let; that up to the end i.:' v

of work had been lore ar'
lines costing for construction 01 tie
structure ?22,000,000 had ben: :. into
operation. During the ye..r liMo co-
ntracts amounting to f33.371.onn wer
let, nnd during that year w."
done under contracts otitstntid:-- o

the nmount of M4.6S2.000. fompleie'
structure had been put In ier.i'ior. "
tly extent of $16,S67,000.

"During 1917 only $6,33frmO of wo--

was contracted fur. but . irui tlu
year $24,785,000 ot wci'; n.it .one. j.:
$20,100 000 of work was put in opr
tlon. During 1 91S contrail.- - nan
amounted to only $2,27t;.O00, ,w nor
wns done to the extent of n little uvr
$14,000,000. while on the tl.r pa"
the commission was able to put i.

operation lines where the ti.ict1n
had cost for rontttructiun 'U.3:i'.oOP

"It will therefore V ycer 'hat
to the end of 191S tho cummiion ha?
let contracts to the nmomr of $J0
300,000, that tcuk has Ivi ti .1. '

the amount of $183,000 oou . i

put In operation upon v. hi. '

constructing the Mrmture ; .is
S123.000.000. This leaves .ihont .'
000,000 or work yet to le dune : "J'
standing contracts. :ird w. his ei
pointed out in the letter to th' I' '.f
of Kstlmate asking that the ..min.
sion be permitted to go ahead ith 1''

ork at full speed there is w iTk f
the amount of $25,000,000 more n"t u'
under contract."

OUR PATENT LAWS.
A Complaint Ilegurdliig the KMov

nres They Hcqnlre.
To the EtitTon oi- - Thk

In Tun fJt'N nf lecenihc- - I '

the heading of "Army Krnert.- 1'in l Nf
Motor Kuel" is of more than

to us old fellows who h;ie h"
In the game for many yens, hut i'1

chief Interest Is in the statement tho'
men of such evident Intelligence
two gentlemen most prominently r.r
should apply for United Stales pat. f

Wliile iT am not personally 'i iJ ' '

with Captain Wolsxetbrr. JI O 'r Y

merman ns a member of the Anier
Society of Mechan'cal Ilruttif'
which, hy the way. I am aim
ns well as llfo meinour, should 'i "

there la no more direct way f": "
'ventor of something that has red m.

to lose his grip on his Invention
to have It patented under our
defective laws, ns in his nppll'a"."n th

Inventor mut dlsclosii the nw'
details, and this Is Just wli.v n "i"' '

patent thieves are couM.int
lookout for, as many of ns l.ii ' s

forrow.
Confirming this statement

a no less noted nuthorlty than 1" '

Innd of this city, for 111.111' w.ir ."'
dent of the Chemical Kngliiv r i51'''
who hi a recent article s.i' ' l; ""
Tnlted Ptates patent laws hid Iw- -i f(

eelved for the sneelnl bine!!' r''"
pirates and thieves they .11. J '
greatly Improved on."

I This opinion Is iived l

.. t. ei ., .1 .1

W. II "
Yonjjlt.s, Ueccmbcr U

.A


